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Backgrounding Using Social Networking Sites

· New York Times' Policy on Facebook and Other Social Networking Sites
· Roanoke, Poynter Develop Ethics Guidelines for Journalists Using Facebook, MySpace and Twitter
· Check with your editor and/or general counsel with questions
Facebook Searching

· Facebook Search Page
· Privacy settings limit searching (and usefulness for journalists). Facebook estimates only 20% of people use them

· Join groups [be careful about what groups you join – political, etc!] – You can view things in a closed group that you may not see if you’re not a member, like wall messages

http://www.poynter.org/column.asp?id=101&aid=157157
Facebook Search Shortcuts
· user: or users: or people: or name: 

· application: or applications: 

· group: or groups: 

· event: or events: 

· | character - also known as a "pipe":

· (John Doe | Jane Doe includes both John Doe search results with Jane Doe search results in the same list) 

Combine these shortcuts:

· user: or users: or people: or name: 

· sex: or gender: 

· company: or work: 

· relationshipstatus: or rl: or status: 

· y1: as the minimum age and y2: as the maximum age 

MySpace Searching

· A lot of fake names and first names only   

· Fewer private pages and restrictions 

· Friends’ comments often misleading (spamming)

· MySpace advanced search
Google Advanced Search

· Google allows you to retrieve cached versions of myspace pages that have been deleted, altered or made private by users

· More sophisticated searches
Search Twitter can use # to search subject: #maersk  

Save the page

· MAC: Apple+shift+3 takes a full screen snap shot

· Download or save a snapshot of a page or website using Firefox application Fireshot 

Search multiple Social Networking sites simultaneously 
[image: image1]
Also, Firefox Addon: Who is this Person?
*





*NOTE!:  yoName will generate an email to your subject stating that someone is searching for them. It does not identify the searcher. 
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