News Writing Drill
Here are some notes gathered from interviews with Detective Kenneth Burns of the NYC Police Department and other primary sources. Use them to write a short news story of no more than 250 words. Type your story double-spaced in 12-point Times Roman font. Be sure to place your name and social security number in the upper left hand corner. You are not allowed to use spelling or grammar check software on your computer. If you do, your test and application for admission will be voided.
It is recommended that you allot 20 – 25 minutes to work on this section.

***

· Marcus and Daniel Regal, ages 4 and 6, live with their mother, Jeanette Liddy, in a five-story walkup in the Jamaica section of Queens.

· Liddy works as a part-time bookkeeper for a law office on Hillside Avenue in Jamaica. Their father, John Regal, who does not live with the family, is a NYC traffic enforcement officer in Manhattan. 

· No one realized Marcus was missing on Friday until his mother went to school to pick him up and was told he had never arrived.

· Maria Mancuso, a neighbor of the family, described Liddy as a devoted mother who often took her sons to the playground after school. “Marcus is such a sweet boy, and he’s always dressed so nicely,” Mancuso said. “I can’t believe this happened.”

· Marcus was taken to Queens Hospital Center, where he was treated and released.

· Marcus was wearing a N.Y. Mets jacket and carrying a Spiderman lunch box.

· Marcus’s uncle is a longtime groundskeeper for the N.Y. Mets and will continue working at the team’s new stadium, Citi Field, when it opens next spring.

· Police arrested driver Ernie Powder, 25, and chaperone Willa Mason, 42, of the Reliable Bus Company.

· Marcus is autistic and attends a preschool program for children with special needs at P.S. 173.

· Neither the driver nor the chaperone checked the vehicle before they left it parked.

· The bus driver has an autistic sister. “I am especially sensitive to the needs of autistic children because I used to help take care of my sister when I was growing up,” Powder told police.

· The charges were reckless endangerment and endangering the welfare of a child. 

· Powder became certified to drive a school bus just six weeks ago. Mason has been certified to escort school buses for five years.

· Marcus was found dehydrated and hungry after six hours alone on the school bus.

· Though rules state that “every effort” must be made to contact parents when a child is absent from school, Liddy said she was never contacted.

· Reliable did not return several calls for comment.

· Powder and Mason were being held at the 74th Precinct stationhouse Friday night.

· “All the windows were closed and there was no air on the bus,” Liddy said. “He could have suffocated.”

· After the school called police, Detectives Kenneth Burns and Vincent Ritchie checked buses parked nearby until they spotted Marcus.

· School officials said Powder and Mason would be suspended pending the outcome of the investigation.
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