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*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) quoted are accurate as of 2/8/08 and are subject to change. A minimum deposit of
$500.00 is required to open the 7-Month CD and earn the APY. Penalties may be imposed for early withdrawal. To earn
the higher APY, you must also open a new checking account with your CD. Minimum balance requirements and fees may
apply for certain checking accounts. Fees may reduce earnings. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process
and must be funded with new monies. Offer good only for personal customers and may be withdrawn at any time.
Member FDIC. © 2008 Amalgamated Bank.

TOP RATE:

BOTTOM LINE:
YOU OUGHTA BE AMALGAMATED.
Enjoy a great guaranteed rate, low opening requirements and
FDIC insurance. You can also get a 3.75% APY* for the same CD
without opening a checking account. Either way, your money
works harder.

Stop by your nearest Amalgamated Bank branch or log on to
www.amalgamatedbank.com today.

4.00%
7-Month CD+an AB Checking Account

APY*

NOTICE TO ALL VETERANS

Mail to:
Washington Memorial Park
855 Canal Rd., Mt. Sinai, NY 11766

Yes, I would like a Certificate of Entitlement for a complimentary space.
Please send me, without obligation, complete information about your
Veterans Program and other veterans benefits that may be due me.

Name:________________________________Telephone:________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City & State:______________________________________________________

WHO HAVE HONORABLY SERVED THEIR
COUNTRY IN TIME OF WAR OR PEACE
Veterans living in New York are eligible to
get burial space in advance of need at no
charge in beautiful Washington Memorial
Park.

This program is offered by Washington
Memorial Park because there are no
National Veteran Cemeteries in the five
boroughs of New York. A grave in a National
Veteran Cemetery cannot be reserved in
advance and may not be available at the
time of death.

If you served in the armed forces and were
honorably discharged, you can receive
a deed for a burial space at Washington
Memorial Park with no charge for the
property. Adjacent plots for family members
can also be obtained, but this is optional
and not a condition of this complementary
space offer.

Beautiful Washington Memorial Park is conveniently
located in central Long Island.

Verification of your serial number and discharge is
required.

The number of spaces allocated for veterans is limited
and is available on a first come, first serve basis.
Applications are processed in the order they are
received. To receive the Certificate of Entitlement for
a complimentary space, call today!

631-642-8100

9/07

DENTAL IMPLANTS
& POWER WHITENING

FREE CONSULTATION (New Patients Only) Se Habla Español

CONTEMPORARY DENTAL IMPLANT CENTRE

SPEAK WITH YOUR SMILE TODAY!

CALL 212.269.9500 TODAY!
www.contemporarydentalimplantcentre.com

Over 20,000 Satisfied Patients • Same Day Teeth • Invisalign • Sedation Dentistry Available

41st St. & Madison Ave.
Massapequa

Brooklyn • Whitestone
Wall Street • Scarsdale

6 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

for Whitening
Light activated process up to 10 shades in 1 hour!

Maintenance kit available - $135 add’l

*($800 Value)$350

*Post & Crown Add’l.

$545
*($1,500 Value)

ONLY

Per Implant
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BY VINITA SINGLA
FLOWERS, FRUIT, clothes and jewelry
— along with thousands of worship-
ers — flooded America’s oldest Hin-
du temple last week to celebrate
Shivratri.

The three-day festival at the Hindu
Temple Society of North America in
Flushing honored shiva, a deity re-
vered as both the destroyer and re-
producer of life.

“It’s the most elaborate worship
anywhere in the U.S. that you can
find,” said Nin Desai, who drove 21/2

hours from Pennsylvania for the cele-
bration.

It marked the 15th annual trip to
Flushing for Desai, who wore a neck-
lace made out of 108 rudraksha
beads, which yogis believe are the
teardrops of shiva.

Many of the faithful fasted on
Shivratri, which begins on the 14th
night in the Hindu calendar.

“I did take some water, which I’m
not supposed to,” admitted Desai.

Some believe Shivratri marks the
anniversary of shiva’s marriage to
parvati, a Hindu goddess. Others say
it was the night when shiva danced
to honor primal creation, preserva-
tion and destruction. Yet others cele-
brate shiva’s manifestation of him-
self into the form of the lingum, a
black dome-shaped stone icon that
represents eternal time.

In his human form, shiva, who has
a third eye and a blue neck because
he is believed to have swallowed poi-
son to save mankind, is usually por-
trayed with snakes coiled around his
neck, holding a trident.

At the temple, priests chanted
“Om Namah Shivaya” and sang to
honor Shiva while seated on the floor
in front of the marble idols adorned
with new saris and jewelry.

Two priests, wearing white dhotis,
recited prayers. Men and women
took turns leading verses of religious
songs.

Lakshmi Sundararaman, wrapped
in a purple and green sari embroi-
dered with a gold pattern, worked
with 14 other women to make gar-

lands out of pink carnations as offer-
ings for shiva.

In each of the festival’s phases,
the lingum was adorned with gifts, in-
cluding milk, water, yogurt, sugar
and honey.

The garlands were offered to the
lingum at 5:30 a.m. on March 6, in the
final phase.

Sundararaman, who moved to
Flushing from Madras in 1969, said
she was tired but happy after spend-
ing 12 hours a day for three days
working with other volunteers.

“The whole night, you’re supposed
to wake up and pray to God,” she
said.

Sujanir Varma prepared for
Shivratri by buying some Indian
sweets, milk and fruits, as well as of-
ferings for parvati and shiva.

“I’ve had things in the past that
have sort of worked out when I’ve
prayed to Lord Shiva and that’s why I
come,” said Varma, 31, a rehabilita-
tion physician who has come to the
temple since she was 6 years old.

Don’t miss it on
Friday, March 21

AUTO SHOW SPECIAL

Get our 64-page guide
to the 2008 New York
International Auto
Show, fully loaded with
news and previews by
our auto experts —
plus pictures and
exhibit hall maps.

Advertising: (212) 210-2241

CLASSIC QUALITY HOMES
BEST BUY IN THE POCONOS

FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR ALL CREDIT SITUATIONS!

All homes include beautiful Lot, Water, Sewer and Permits -- Plus
Full Kitchen Appliance Package, Full Landscaping, Central Air,

Hot Forced Air Heat, Large Sun Deck! Building in Select Areas of
Monroe County in the Pocono Mountains!

SEE THE CLOVER

3,360 sq. ft. • 4-5 bedrooms • 3 full

baths • Large sun deck • Finished lower

level ideal for many uses • 2 car garageOnly $12,145 down

$242,900

2

Call toll free

1-800 276-4000
in PA call 570-839-3200

APPOINTMENTS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED

ASK ABOUT OUR $5,000 OFF SPECIAL

Hindus flock
to Flushing
for Shivratri
Boro has oldest temple in U.S.

Lakshmi Sundararaman makes
garlands for Shivratri last week
at the Hindu Temple Society
of North America in Flushing.
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