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BY TANZINA VEGA
DAILY NEWS WRITER

THEY ARE THE ghosts of East
Harlem: Amid construction of
luxury condos and tenement ren-
ovations are makeshift memori-
als to two homicide victims slain
on the same block. Candles and
fresh flowers accompany the
photos, and messages on paper
or on walls bid farewell.

Alejandro Almonte, 48, was
killed Dec. 1 when a junkie
slashed his throat after the hard-
working porter refused to give
him money. A poem taped to the
wall at 428 E. 117th St., where
Almonte worked and died,
reads, “God felt sorry.”

“Drugs,” construction worker
Mauricio Espinoza said as he
made the sign of the cross in
front of the memorial. “What
else could it be?”

Recalling Almonte as a kind,
calm man, Espinoza looked
down the block at another me-
morial, to another victim —
Lesenia (Che Che) Figueroa, a
young mother felled by a stray
bullet in August.

“Now I feel really strange,” he
said.

Some local residents feel

strange — and scared — with vio-
lent crime from E. 115th St. to E.
125th St., east of Fifth Ave., ris-
ing in 2006, compared to the pre-
vious year.

Though a far cry from the
high crime of the early 1990s,
residents, both old and new, are
wary.

Marian Barnes was on
E. 117th St. between First and
Pleasant Aves. looking at an
apartment when she saw the me-
morial for Almonte.

“You wouldn’t think that with
all the construction this would
happen,” said Barnes, attracted
to East Harlem’s up-and-coming
status and still-affordable rent.

Gentrification has put other
parts of Harlem financially out
of reach for Bronxite Barnes and
her 19-year-old son. And
Almonte’s memorial is “a little
close to home,” she said.

Down the block, the make-
shift memorial for Figueroa has
been moved across the street to
make way for scaffolding for yet
another building renovation.

The Aug. 16 slaying of
Figueroa, a 27-year-old mother
of a young son, is still unsolved.

“It’s still hard to believe,” said
her tearful cousin, Amy Pina, 17.

A framed photo of the young
woman and her 4-year-old son
sits proudly atop the entertain-
ment center in the family’s small
living room on E. 117th St.

“She always used to say to live
life like it’s the last day,” said
Figueroa’s sister, Jazmin Pina,
16.

Almonte and Figueroa are
among nine people killed in the
25th Precinct in 2006, compared
with eight in 2005. There were
24 rapes, up from 17 in 2005,

while serious assaults rose about
5%, according to police records.

Community Board 11 member
Cora Shelton, who has lived in
East Harlem for 60 years, said
she is “just amazed” at the level
of crime in the area.

Resident Derrick Taitt, a
former cop, said the police are
“losing the streets, and we’re go-
ing to suffer.”

Speaking at an October com-
munity meeting, Deputy Inspec-
tor Robert Lenahan said police

were working hard to reduce
crime.

Meanwhile, residents and
community board members are
forming a plan to work with the
district attorney’s office to cre-
ate a neighborhood task force.
Others plan to bring the City
Council a petition demanding
more police officers in the area.

“Representation in numbers is
what’s gonna count,” said
Alberto Crespo, a community
board member.
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Flowers and candles fill memorial to Lesenia
Figueroa (with son in photo l.), who was felled
by stray bullet in August. Down the block is
shrine (above) to Alejandro Almonte.

Shrines to two murder victims
in E. Harlem amid crime spike

Walk down memorial lane

Are YOU Addicted?
Get your Sudoku merchandise from the Daily News!

Call 1-888-SUDOKU1 to order!

Great gift for
the Sudoku addict!

Sudoku
Daily
Calendar

$14.99
plus shipping and

applicable sales tax

FUTONS
The Largest Display in the Bronx!

• futons • covers
• frames • bunkbeds
• platform beds

FUTON BEDS
AND MORE

Sold as Single Peices or Sets.

METAL FRAME FUTON
& MATTRESS 199$

WAS

149$
WITH 8" THICK MATTRESS

New Low
Price!

Mon-Sat - 9A-8:00P
Sun - 10:30A-6P

24 HOUR
DELIVERY

NEW SOLID
HARDWOOD

DESIGNS

ALL
WOOD

TWIN/FULL
FUTON

BUNK BED

Directions:
By train: #6 to Castle Hill Ave.
By bus: #22 or #4 to Castle Hill Ave.
By car: Bruckner or Cross Bronx

to Castle Hill Ave.

1233 CASTLE HILL AVE.
BRONX, NY

718-892-4545
www.futonbedsandmore.com

Mattresses

Over 1000 Futon Covers
To Choose From! We Now Carry

Genuine Leather
Futon Covers!

ALL
IN

ONE
LOFT

2 Twin or
Full Size Beds

Exclusive!

twin over twin: $959 • full over twin: $1099

WANTED!

FREE VERBAL
APPRAISALS

Cash For Old Gold Jewelry
(Any Condition - Even Broken!)

Rings • Chains • Earrings •Bracelets
School Rings • Etc.

Diamonds
(All Shapes & Sizes - Even Broken!)
Engagement Rings • Jewelry

Antique Jewelry • Platinum Jewelry
and Much, Much More

Highest Cash Paid
We Beat All

Legitimate Offers
We Beat All

Legitimate Offers

We Also Buy
Tiffany &All Fine Jewelry • Pearls

Rolex & Fine Watches • Franklin Mint Items
Costume Jewelry • Estate Jewelry • Sterling Silver

Items • Flatware • Stamps & Much More!

Coins
• Gold • Silver
• Platinum
• Eagles • Mapleleafs
• K’Rands • 90% Silver
• Certified & Uncertified
Type Coins
• 1 oz - 100 oz Bars
• Proof Sets/Mint Sets
& Paper Money
• Wheat/Indian Pennies, Silver
Dollars, etc...

CALL FOR MAHOPAC LOCATION

Silver Over $14

Gold Over $700
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Anthony Jeweler’s
317 Rt. 52
Carmel N.Y.

845-228-1089

On the Mark
789 Yonkers Ave
800-303-2282
914-299-3995
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