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BY AMY KRAFT
NYCITY NEWS SERVICE

‘Homemade apple-
sauce!”

“Sofrito, 10 dol-
lars!” 

The shouts of ven-
dors at La Marqueta competed 
with the screeching trains over-
head as shoppers and merchants 
recently celebrated a renovation 
of the longtime market, tucked 
beneath  the elevated Metro-North 
tracks between 111th and 116th Sts. 
on Park Ave .

“This brings an opportunity to 
share amazing vendors and their 
food and talent,” said East Harlem 
resident Debbie Quinones. “It’s a 
wonderful place to be, and I used to 
come when I was a girl, so it’s like 
I’m coming back home.”

La Marqueta, long an important 
economic and social part of East 
Harlem, has been struggling since 
the 1980s. The city made several at-
tempts to revive it  but couldn’t fi nd 
a sustainable business model. In 
2003, the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. proposed overhauling 
the market by focusing on a much-
needed resource for the communi-

ty: fresh food.

has far more bodegas than super-
markets. East Harlem’s adult obesi-
ty rate is 55%  higher than the rest of 
Manhattan, and the neighborhood 
is beset by high rates of diabetes, 
city data show.

The city and La Marqueta ten-
ants have collectively pumped 
more than $1 million into the 
market, updating front-end stalls 
and designing Hot Bread Kitchen, 
a new, 3,000-square-foot kitchen 
space that provides training and 
job placement for culinary entre-
preneurs. Hot Bread Kitchen in La 
Marqueta also was funded in part 
by the Harlem Community Devel-
opment Corp., which  will contin-
ue working on its more ambitious 
plans for La Marqueta: an exten-
sion stretching to 133rd St .

“The turnout was tremendous,” 
said Spaha cafe owner Tika Foto-
glidi  as dozens of shoppers sampled 
items in the 11 stalls during the 
open house. “Now we want to reach 
out to more organic suppliers to fi ll 
the stalls with fresh options.”

UPTOWN NEWS 

BREATHINGBREATHING
LIFE INTOLIFE INTO

City makes fresh food a priority
in hopes of reviving food marke

Some of the sights (above and in photos at 
right) enjoyed by shoppers at La Marqu-
eta, a longtime East Harlem food market. 
Photos by Amy Kraft 
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WE APPRECIATE OUR 
CITY WORKERS!
We’re A Municipal
Credit Union Dealer!

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED FOR SAT. SERVICE! 
SERVICE: Mon-Fri 7am-8pm & Sat 8am-3pm

1235 ZEREGA AVE, BRONX  718.829.8600

GOOD CREDIT? 
BAD CREDIT? 

MAYBE WE CAN HELP!

*To qualified buyers with approved credit for 75 months @ 4.5%  APR, See dealer for details. **To qualified buyers with approved credit,
See dealer for details. All vehicles subject to prior sale. We reserve the right to make changes without notice, and are not responsible for
errors or omissions. Price include all cost to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, title, tax & fees. Pics for illustration only. May not be
combined w/any other offers. This ad supersedes any  & all previous ads. Lic#1249132. DMV#7103331. Exp 2/24/11.

866.722.4055
MON-SAT: 9AM–9PM • SUN: 11.30 AM–6 PM
HABLA ESPAÑOL

3305 BOSTON RD. BRONX, NY
CORNER OF GUN HILL RD.

WWW.CITYWORLDFLM.COM

2007 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

$7900 $129
Wagon, V6, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Cruise, Tilt, Dual
A/Bags, Am/Fm, 56,282 Mi, Stk #F10766, VIN #7R123900
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2009 FORD FOCUS SE

$8900 $136
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Winds/Lcks, A/C, ABS, Cruise, Am/Fm St,
15,482 Mi, Stk #F10757, Vin #9W145454
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA SE

$7900 $119
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual Air Bags, Tilt, Cruise,
Am/Fm St, Cd, 59,705 Mi,Stk#F10234, VIN #70114587
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2008 DODGE CALIBER SE

$9900 $149
Auto, 4Cyl, Pwr Str/Brks/Wind/Lks, Ac, Am/Fm/Cd, 20k mi,
Stk#F10812, Vin#8D626424.
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2010 FORD FUSION SE

$11,900 $175
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Trac Cntrl, P/Seats, ABS,
Am/Fm, 45,956 Mi, Stk #F10794, VIN #AR157908
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2008 NISSAN ALTIMA

$12,500 $179
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/c, Tilt, ABS, Alloy Whls,
Am/Fm St, 37,123 Mi, Stk #F10796, VIN #8N436417
BUY
FOR

PER
MO.*OR $0DOWN**

2008 FORD EDGE SE

$15,700
SUV, V6, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual Air Bags, ABS,
Cruise, Tilt, 40,711 Mi, Stk #F10776, VIN #8BA31272
BUY
FOR

2010 FORD ESCAPE XLT

$16,400
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Str/Wnds/Lks, A/C, Tilt, Trac Cntrl, Cruise, Dual A/B,
Keyless Ent, Am/Fm, MP3, 26098 Mi, Stk #F10823, VIN #AKB40837
BUY
FOR

2005 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

$7900
4-Cyl, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual A/B, Prem Sound,
Tilt, Am/Fm/CD, 35,905 Mi, Stk #F10818A, VIN #5U575361
BUY
FOR

2007 DODGE CARAVAN SXT

$8900
V6, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual Air Bags, 7-Pass,
Am/Fm St, CD, 49,897 Mi, Stk #F10728, VIN #7B155467
BUY
FOR

2004 FORD EXPLORER XLT

$7700
4-Dr, 4WD, V6, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual A/B, Cruise,
Tilt, ABS, Am/Fm, 60,998 Mi, Stk #F10815, VIN #4UC10013
BUY
FOR

2008 CADILLAC CTS AWD

$21,500
V6, Auto, P/Str/Wnds/Lks, A/C, Lthr, Moonrf, OnStar, Perform.
Pkg, Bose Stereo, 49,171 Mi, Stk #F10810, VIN #80202088
BUY
FOR

4-Cyl, Auto, P/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Dual Air Bags, Am/Fm St, CD, MSRP: $24,315, Stk
#11F10654, VIN #BR131272. With approved credit. Prices incl. all costs to be pd by
consumer except lic, reg, title & taxes. See dlr for details. Lessee responsible for excess
wear & tear.  24 mo closed end lease w/9,500 mi/yr; ¢20 thereafter. $2306 Cap Cost
Reduction, $99 1st mo pymnt, $595 bank fee, $0 sec deposit = $3000 Ttl due at Sign-
ing. Ttl Pymnts $2376. Ttl Cost $5277. Residual $15,962. Exp 2/24/11

FUSIONNEW 2011
FORD

LEASE
FOR 24

MOS

PER
MO.$99

6-Cyl, Auto, P/Str/Winds/Lcks, A/C, Lthr, Nav Chrome Whls, Am/Fm St, CD,
MSRP :45,435, STK #111170, VIN #BBJ13323. With approved credit. Prices

incl. all costs to be pd by consumer except lic, reg, title & taxes. See dlr for de-
tails. Lessee responsible for excess wear & tear. 24 mo closed end lease

w/9,500 mi/yr; ¢20 thereafter. $3606 Cap Cost Reduction, $299 1st mo pymnt,
$595 bank fee, $0 sec deposit = $4500 Ttl due at Signing. Ttl Pymnts $7176.

Ttl Cost $11,347. Residual $29,987. Exp 2/24/11

MKXNEW 2011 
LINCOLN

LEASE
FOR 24

MOS

PER
MO.$299

MOON ROOF! SYNC!

P ORT ST. LUCIE — As Johan
Santana addressed the media
yesterday for the first time since his
shoulder surgery last September,
you couldn’t help but think about

that scene in Phillies camp a few days ago —
theFourAces pressconference showcasing
anembarrassment ofpitching riches.

If you were looking for a symbol of the
chasm that separates the Phillies and Mets
thesedays, thiswas it.

For that matter, this was reality for the
Mets, their one ace sitting in the dugout in
shorts and a T-shirt, talking about the need
to be patient and hope for the best — which
wouldbea return in late Juneorearly July.

“When you get your arm all cleaned up
and fixed,” Santana said, “there’s always a
questionmark.Timewill tell.”

In other words, who knows? And unfor-
tunately, that’s fast becoming the Mets’
theme in2011.

Indeed, there is so much we don’t know
right now, starting with the Bernie Madoff
mess that prompted Fred Wilpon to speak
out here yesterday, declaring that he will be
“vindicated” regarding allegations that he
knew or should have known Madoff was
runningascam.

Wilpon insisted “the truth will come
out,” all but promising that he will prevail
over the trustee in the Madoff case — who
seeks hundreds of millions of dollars from
him — while also maintaining that the
ballclub will continue to operate with a
highpayroll.

He sounded convincing but, again, who
really knows how this is going to turn out?
Certainly Wilpon seemed to be more con-
vincedof the financialoutcome thanhecan
beofa successful season for theMets.

He tried to sound optimistic about his
ballclub as well, noting that at this time last
year no one would have predicted the Gi-
ants would win a championship. He inti-
mated that perhaps Ike Davis or even Josh
Thole could be the Mets’ Buster Posey, a
young, impactplayerwhowouldpush them
tounexpectedheights.

“Weneeda little luck,”Wilponadmitted.
Mostly they figure to need pitching. Of

course, this is the time of year to believe any-
thing is possible, and already some Mets
peoplearewhisperingabouthow nicely the
ball is coming out of the hand of Chris
Young and Chris Capuano, the two veteran
pickups who are trying to bounce back
fromarminjuries.

“If we can get 40-45 starts out of those
two guys,” one Mets person said yesterday,
“ourpitchingwill be fine.”

Perhaps, but even that would depend on
R.A. Dickey validating his out-of-nowhere
knuckleball success last year, Jon Niese
building on his rookie year and Mike Pel-
frey showing that he can handle the pres-
sure of being the interim ace — none of
whichcan beconsideredsure things.

The sure thing is Santana, only there’s
nothing sure about his return. The Mets are
beingcarefulnot to raiseanyone’shopes, to
the point where GM Sandy Alderson pre-
empted the lefthander’s press conference
yesterday to explain that while Santana is
throwing now, he’s nearly three months
away from being cleared to pitch off a
mound.

From there Santana is expected to need
6-8 weeks to be game-ready, which Alder-
son estimated would be around the end of
Juneorearly July.

TheGMlaidall thisout,he said, “so there
aren’t unrealistic expectations,” and even
cautioned the media not to think anything
has changed just because Santana will be a
visiblepresencehere in spring training.

Terry Collins, meanwhile, was more opti-
mistic.

“Juneshouldbeagoodmonth forus,” the
manager said, speakingofSantana’s return.
“I toldourpitchers, ‘Ifwecan stay in it, look
who we’re getting in June. Nobody else can
say that.’ ”

Collins said his optimism was based part-
ly on Santana telling him that he believes
he’ll beback“faster thananyoneexpects.”

Santana wasn’t as bold while speaking
publicly yesterday. He said he was “very op-
timistic,” but when asked about what he
told Collins, he too seemed careful not to
raiseexpectations.

“I’m not going to rush anything,” he said.
“I’m not going to do anything crazy. I’m go-
ing to take it stepby step.”

I n truth, Santana probably has no idea
about his timetable as he tries to come
back from his first shoulder surgery.
He and everyone involved with the
Mets knows he has to be something

close to his old self by midseason for this
teamtohaveanyhopeof contending.

Even then they’re not in the same league
with the Phillies, but getting their ace back
might be enough to give them hope in a
wild-cardrace.

Right now, however, that’s no more a giv-
en than the state of the Wilpons’ finances.
Whoknows, indeed.

jharper@nydailynews.com

Johan Santana shoots for return perhaps in
late June, and Mets figure to need him as
soon as possible. Howard Simmons/Daily News

Johan can be
ace up sleeve

John
Harper
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